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An expanding central city



Understanding the scale of the opportunity



An industrial past…



Contamination challenges



Areas with ground water

Source: Fishermans Bend Baseline Drainage Report, GHD



Flooding issues



Flooding sources

Source: Fishermans Bend Integrated and Innovative Water Management, Ramboll 



Water planning timeline



The baseline water plan

Source: Fishermans Bend Framework, Victorian Government Source: Fishermans Bend Baseline Drainage Report, GHD



Turning the water challenges into an opportunity
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Benefits of distributed storage over pipes

– Improved social resilience to flooding.

– Sets a precedent for urban renewal by finding a natural solution to the problem.

– Helping to define the character of the place through water being visible.

–Where drainage is a driver, it will ensure that greening happens and more quickly.

– Reduced reliance on operation of pumps in a storm event through the slow 

release of flood water.

– Storages provide multiples lines of defence reducing local flooding impacts.

– Easier to monitor the performance and risk of failure of above ground storage. 

– Reduced cost of pipes.

– Reduced flooding impacts south of the precinct in Port Melbourne.



Turning the water challenges into an opportunity
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Cloudburst Boulevards & Green Streets

Source: Fishermans Bend Integrated and 

Innovative Water Management, Ramboll 



Water Plaza
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Creation of the Water Sensitive City Working Group

- Multi-stakeholder 

working group created to 

work towards a hybrid 

between the baseline 

strategy and the 

Cloudburst Master Plan.

- Comprised members of 

the Fishermans Bend 

Taskforce, Melbourne 

Water, South East Water, 

CRC, City of Melbourne, 

City of Port Phillip 

supported by GHD.



Scope of the Working Group

– Establish agreed 

benefits and 

investigate 

challenges / risks of 

distributed water 

storage

– Test where 

distributed storage 

is feasible and 

mitigate identified 

risks

– Estimate costs to 

feed into benefit to 

cost analysis







Case Study for 34 metre streets









Next Step – piloting distributed storage

New 

Melbourne 

University 

Engineering 

Campus at 

the former 

General 

Motors 

Holden Site


