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Regional Needs Identified
1. Strengthened and aligned policy, legislation and regulation in support of WSCs
2. Shared vision and narrative for WSCs that connects with community values and drives decision-making
3. New economic and financial models and incentives that recognise the values and benefits of a WSC
4. Robust and inclusive decision-making frameworks
5. Governance framework to enable coordination and collaboration across agencies and sectors
6. Holistic evaluation frameworks to support WSC investments
7. Guidance on how to develop context-specific solutions
8. Achieving multiple benefits through integrated planning and design of water systems and the urban form
9. Develop next generation flood risk assessment framework and tools as part of a WSC approach
10. Monitoring and evaluation for improved system design and performance
11. Efficient and effective operations and maintenance systems to achieve WSC outcomes
12. Coherent understanding of groundwater systems and interactions with surface waters
13. Leadership and influence
14. A culture of learning and innovation
15. Translation and sharing of WSC knowledge
16. Building community connection and engagement
17. Building capacity to deliver a water sensitive city
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Tranche 1 Research



This project aims to deliver a suite of participatory methods and associated 
tools for developing strategic guidance to cities and towns who want to 
accelerate WSC transitions

1. Enhance, refine, implement and evaluate the developed benchmarking 
and envisioning methodologies across different scales

2. Integrate, test and refine developed CRC knowledge and tools into the 
methodologies to support communication and understanding about WSC 
concepts (WSC Index, engagement strategies)

3. Develop transition strategies and implementation plans for each case 
study

4. Monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of the participatory methods, 
transition strategies and implementation plans

IRP1 Aims and Objectives



1. How can community, government and industry stakeholders at different 
spatial and engagement scales be brought together in participatory forums 
to develop a shared understanding of the challenges, aspirations and 
opportunities for advancing water sensitive cities?

2. How can local and city-scale water sensitive transitions be deliberately 
steered and coordinated through strategic intervention?

3. What strategies, processes and representations can be used to increase 
support and a shared commitment for the water sensitive transition 
amongst different stakeholders?

4. What are the key drivers of successful implementation of WSC transition 
strategies and plans?

Research Questions
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Case Studies

• Mix of scales
• Activities in each region
• Potential for co-investment

Full

Preliminary

Potential with co-investment



Case Studies

Industry project 
team members



Case Studies

Implementation Professionals and 
community



• Safe forums to develop a deep and shared understanding of 
aspirations, issues and opportunities 

• Case studies:
– Detailed transition strategy and implementation plan for full cases
– Outline transition strategy for light cases

• Comparative analysis across case studies

• Strategies for engaging with communities to build support

• Process guidelines for participatory methods

IRP1 Outcomes
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