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Cities Are THE Global Issue

Population growth and rapid 
urbanization mean we need to create 
the equivalent of one new city of one 
million people every 5 days between 
now and 2050. 
(source: The Anthropocene Journal)



How we continue to modify natural systems in cities will be 
fundamental to survival: design is pivotal

So why are we still designing 20th century cities?



The City versus Nature
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Long drives in air-conditioned cars from large air-conditioned homes to air-
conditioned workplacesΧΧΧΧΧΧ



άΧǊŜŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǘƻ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ǿŜƭƭ-ōŜƛƴƎΣ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭΦέ  
Richard Louv, The Nature Principle: Human Restoration and the End of Nature-Deficit Disorder:



How do you do that in high 
density?



Definition of green+blueinfrastructure

NAUMANN S, DAVIS M, KAPHENGST T, PIETERSE M, RATMENT M (2011) DESIGN, IMPLEMENTATION & COST ELEMENTS OF GREEN 
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS, FINAL REPORT TO THE EU COMMISSION (ECOLOGIC INSTITUTE AND GHK CONSULTING)

ΨbŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƻǊ ǎŜƳƛ-natural networks of green (soil covered or 
vegetated) and blue (water covered) spaces and corridors that 
Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΩ


